
New village planned for 
farmland near Pitsea will 
include school and shops 


A NEW village with as many as 
1,300 homes, shops and a pri- 
mary school could be built on 
farmland near Pitsea. 

Nottinghamshire County Council 
bought land at Little Chalvedon 
Hall, off Pound Lane between 
Bowers Gifford and Pitsea, for 
£4.2million in January. 

Bosses at Nottingham want to build 


By JON AUSTIN jofl.ausfineNqs.com 

the homes to raise cash for the coun- 
cil’s pension fund. 

However, Stephen Horgan, council- 
lor in charge of regeneration, said the 
Tory administration did not support 
the scheme as it did not want to see 
any major development on green belt. 
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Has your lender refused fo repay charges on your credif cards, loans, mortgages and 
bank accounts or refused to repay any form of insurance premium more than 6 years old 




Are you an a payment plan as low as £5 per creditor 
per month 

Fees can be spread over a period of lime af an affordable 
monthly rate 




Sun Lane Ltd, First Floor, 377 Soi 


If you receive a County Court claim our mediation service 
may agree a settlement without a CG 

Low cost consultation from £30 per hour until 9pm weekdays 
6pm Saturdays 


jrch Road, SSI 2PQ *01702 615176 









PUPILS and teachers marked 
the end of their summer 
camp with a colourful 
celebration. 


More than 175 Year 6 pupils 
from Woodlands School, in 
Takely End, Basildon, let off a 
sea of helium balloons after 


spending a week at their new 
school’s summer camp. 

The youngsters got to tty 
out activities involving maths, 


literacy, art, music and PE. 
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"vi so, if you were in the Delhi Road 

area at the time and saw anything sus- 
picious, please get in contact/’ 

The burglary happened between 2am 
and 11am on Tuesday, July 26. Call 0300 
3334444 if you can help. 


1 ,300 homes planned for 
green belt land 


UP to 1,300 houses, as well 
as shops and even a school, 
could be built on green belt 
land in Pitsea, if plans are 
approved. 

Last month the Echo 
revealed how Nottingham- 
shire County Council had paid 
£4.2million for 126 acres of 
farmland off Pound Lane, 
between Pitsea and Bowers 
Gifford. 

Now more details over the 
extent of the plans have been 
revealed. 

Meridian Land, agent for 
Nottinghamshire County 
Council’s pension trust, which 
says it has bought the site 
.called Little Chalvedon Hall, 
as a long term investment has 
now met with oounriDois to dis- 
cuss its plans. 

But Stephen Horgan, coun- 
cillor in charge of regenera- 
tion at Basildon Council 


By JON AUSTIN 

Jon.austindnqe.com 

.moved to allay residents fears 
over the scheme, saying the 
proposals do not have the sup- 
port of the council, which 
opposes any green belt devel- 
opment. 

He said: “What they are pro- 
posing would be a new village 
with 1,300 homes, it would 
need its own primary school 
and shopping centre, and 
access roads.” 

Mr Horgan stressed the 
council’s ruling Tory adminis- 
tration has no plans for releas- 
ing any more green belt in the 
borough for development, so 
the proposals are unlikely to 
get their support 

He said: “We are still devel- 
oping the local development 
framework, which should go 
out for consultation towards 


the end of the year or early 
next year. 

“We will have to allocate 
some sites for housing, but it is 
this administration’s policy to 
resist any development on 
green belt. If this site is not 
released from the green belt 
then there will be no support 
for what they are proposing.” 

Mr Horgan said he felt the 
way Nottinghamshire County 
Council had approached the 
development was highly 
unusual and “risky” in finan- 
cial terms. 

He said: “It is strange they 
did not approach councillors 
before buying this land. What 
they are talking about is a 
strategic site, so it would bene- 
fit them to know what the 
councillors position was likely 
to be. All Meridian Land did 
was have one meeting with 
officers. 

“It is not as if they have just 


taken an option on the site and 
put forward proposals, they 
have actually already bought 
the land, and if it is not 
released from the green belt, it 
would mean a loss for the pen- 
sionfund. 

“On the other hand if the 
development were permitted, 
it would make a significant 
amount of money, but there 
are no guarantees, so it would 
appear to be a very risky 
investment.” 

Mr Horgan has also stressed 
to residents opposed to the 
scheme that just because a 
landowner put forward plans, 
they were unlikely to be devel- 
oped without the support of 
the council. 

Residents have raised fears 
aboutprotectingthe land from 
development and the issue has 
beenraisedat a North Benfleet 
and Bowers Gifford Parish 
Council meetings. 



■ Stephen Horgan - says Basildon Council will not 
support development of green belt sites 




Hold Essex. 

With flights on sale now, Europe's on your doorstep. 

A Stobart Group Company, www.southendairport.com 


London 
Southend 
Airport . 


Simply easier. 




